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Perceptions of disability 
Disabilities have been a common factor in society for a long time. people with disabilities have existed in different societies and cultures since the first recording of history. Society however takes a long time to accept people with disabilities. People have developed different perceptions and ideas about people with disabilities in societies which include viewing them as abnormal people and different from others. In history, people in the past have developed perceptions of disabled people ad unworthy and objectionable. Some societies however view the people with disabilities from a different perception including perceiving them as a role or a gift from God. 
Some societies have developed a stereotype that describes people with disabilities as sick. This is a common stereotype among people which creates a negative identity of the people with disabilities. In many societies, people have internalized this idea and always view people with disabilities as individuals who are sick and who need to be taken care of. People may think the individuals require special treatment just because they are disabled. Individuals with disabilities are commonly seen as incapable of participating in various duties and tasks and may always be excused from the tasks regardless of their capabilities. 
There has also been a major perception of people with disabilities as a threat to society. With the recent development in technology, people with disabilities are always portrayed in movies or films as criminals or villains in most stories. This can create a different perception of these individuals for the viewers who are likely to interact with them in real life. An individual whose perception has been developed from watching a movie is likely to perceive the individual with a disability as a criminal or an immoral person. These attitudes may build over time and individuals may adopt them as the reality about the disabled. 
Society has also developed a perception of individuals with disabilities as people who need to be pitied. The image of the society about the disabled entails individuals that no one envies or no one who likes to become like them. For instance, there are various organizations working with the disabled which manage to raise money from public pity. Although the participation of the individuals in contributions to the disabled may be altruistic, the organizers tend to portray the individuals as in need of pity for people to volunteer more. This perception is majorly associated with individual ignorance. 
Individuals with disabilities have also been considered a burden to society. Any individual sick in society is likely to be considered as an individual who needs to be taken care of. With the perception of the disabled as p[art of the sick, the people portray them as a permanent burden to the society as the person will always require care as much as they are disabled. This leads to those individuals getting isolated or segregated from the others in the society. The differences existing between them and other people are considered to be costly. 
People have developed a stereotype about individuals with disabilities as ugly and sexless. People may consider people with disabilities as lacking normal beauty or sexiness. As society has established a perception of beauty over the years, beauty and disability or sexuality are not commonly identified together. This leads to an automatic perception that people may not be beautiful. 
There are different perceptions held by people regarding people with disabilities. These perceptions have long been developed over time which makes many people hold them as true. The reasons for the different perceptions about the people living with disabilities are influenced by differences in information as well as ignorance. 




